LAWYER LETTER FOR SECURITY DEPOSIT DISPUTE

[DATE]

[LAW FIRM NAME]
[LAW FIRM STREET ADDRESS]

[LAW FIRM CITY, STATE ZIP]
[LAW FIRM PHONE NUMBER]

[LAW FIRM EMAIL ADDRESS]

[LANDLORD NAME]

[LANDLORD STREET ADDRESS]
[LANDLORD CITY, STATE ZIP]

RE: DEMAND FOR RETURN OF SECURITY DEPOSIT — [TENANT NAME] — [RENTAL PROPERTY ADDRESS]

Dear [LANDLORD NAME]:

This firm represents [TENANT NAME] ("Tenant") in connection with the security deposit held by you for the premises located at [RENTAL PROPERTY ADDRESS] ("Premises"). This letter constitutes formal demand for the return of the security deposit and is sent pursuant to [APPLICABLE STATUTE, E.G., STATE SECURITY DEPOSIT STATUTE].

1. CURRENT LEASE INFORMATION
1.1 Landlord Name: [LANDLORD NAME]
1.2 Tenant Name: [TENANT NAME]
1.3 Premises Address: [RENTAL PROPERTY ADDRESS]
1.4 Lease Start Date: [LEASE START DATE]
1.5 Lease End Date: [LEASE END DATE]
1.6 Monthly Rent: [MONTHLY RENT]
1.7 Security Deposit Amount: [SECURITY DEPOSIT AMOUNT]
1.8 Date Security Deposit Paid: [DATE SECURITY DEPOSIT PAID]
1.9 Date Tenant Vacated Premises: [DATE TENANT VACATED]
1.10 Date Landlord Received Possession: [DATE LANDLORD RECEIVED POSSESSION]

2. FACTUAL BACKGROUND
2.1 Tenant entered into a lease agreement with Landlord dated [LEASE DATE] for the Premises.
2.2 Tenant paid a security deposit of [SECURITY DEPOSIT AMOUNT] to Landlord on [DATE SECURITY DEPOSIT PAID].
2.3 Tenant vacated the Premises on [DATE TENANT VACATED] and returned all keys and access devices to Landlord on [DATE KEYS RETURNED].
2.4 Tenant provided Landlord with a forwarding address for return of the security deposit: [TENANT FORWARDING ADDRESS].
2.5 As of the date of this letter, Landlord has [FAILED TO RETURN / PARTIALLY RETURNED] the security deposit.
2.6 Amount Returned to Date, if Any: [AMOUNT RETURNED]
2.7 Amount Still Owed to Tenant: [AMOUNT OWED]

3. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND LANDLORD OBLIGATIONS
3.1 Applicable Law: [CITE APPLICABLE STATE OR LOCAL SECURITY DEPOSIT STATUTE].
3.2 Under the applicable law, Landlord was required to return the security deposit or provide a written itemized statement of deductions within [STATUTORY PERIOD, E.G., 14/21/30 DAYS] after Tenant vacated the Premises.
3.3 The deadline for Landlord's compliance was [COMPLIANCE DEADLINE DATE].
3.4 Landlord has failed to comply with the statutory requirements by [DESCRIBE FAILURE, E.G., FAILING TO RETURN DEPOSIT, FAILING TO PROVIDE ITEMIZED STATEMENT, PROVIDING UNTIMELY OR INSUFFICIENT STATEMENT].
3.5 Landlord's failure to comply entitles Tenant to [STATUTORY REMEDIES, E.G., RETURN OF DEPOSIT, DOUBLE OR TREBLE DAMAGES, ATTORNEY'S FEES, COSTS].

4. CHALLENGE TO DEDUCTIONS
4.1 Landlord has claimed the following deductions from the security deposit: [LIST CLAIMED DEDUCTIONS AND AMOUNTS].
4.2 Tenant disputes the claimed deductions on the following grounds: [DESCRIBE BASIS FOR DISPUTE, E.G., NORMAL WEAR AND TEAR, LACK OF DOCUMENTATION, PREEXISTING DAMAGE, UNREASONABLE COSTS].
4.3 Tenant requests copies of all receipts, invoices, estimates, photographs, and other documentation supporting each claimed deduction.
4.4 Tenant reserves all rights to challenge any deductions not properly documented or permitted by law.

5. DEMAND
5.1 Tenant hereby demands payment of [AMOUNT OWED] representing the wrongfully withheld security deposit, plus any statutory damages, interest, attorney's fees, and costs to which Tenant is entitled.
5.2 Payment shall be made payable to [PAYEE NAME] and delivered to [PAYMENT DELIVERY ADDRESS] no later than [PAYMENT DEADLINE DATE].
5.3 If payment is not received by the above date, Tenant will pursue all available legal remedies, including filing suit for [STATUTORY DAMAGES AMOUNT], attorney's fees, and costs, without further notice.

6. PRESERVATION OF EVIDENCE
6.1 Landlord is hereby instructed to preserve all documents, records, photographs, correspondence, and other evidence relating to the tenancy, the security deposit, and any claimed deductions.
6.2 Failure to preserve such evidence may result in sanctions under applicable law.

7. RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
7.1 This letter is not a full statement of the facts or law and does not waive any rights or remedies of Tenant, all of which are expressly reserved.
7.2 Tenant reserves the right to amend or supplement this demand and to pursue any and all claims available under the lease, applicable statutes, and common law.

8. RESPONSE REQUIRED
8.1 Please direct all communications regarding this matter to the undersigned at [LAW FIRM PHONE NUMBER] or [LAW FIRM EMAIL ADDRESS].
8.2 Please respond in writing no later than [RESPONSE DEADLINE DATE].

Sincerely,

[ATTORNEY NAME]

[ATTORNEY TITLE]
[STATE BAR NUMBER]

[LAW FIRM NAME]

cc: [TENANT NAME]

[CLIENT FILE NUMBER]
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