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RE: Student Use of Personal Cell Phones and Electronic Communication Devices

1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

1.1 Purpose: This policy establishes rules for student possession and use of personal cell phones and other electronic communication devices on school property, at school-sponsored activities, and while using school-provided transportation.

1.2 Scope: This policy applies to all students enrolled at [SCHOOL NAME] and to all school buildings, grounds, buses, and school-sponsored events unless otherwise stated.

1.3 Covered Devices: Covered devices include cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches, tablets, laptops, gaming devices, earbuds, headphones, and any other personal electronic device capable of communication, recording, or internet access.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1 Personal Electronic Device: Any privately owned electronic device capable of communication, data storage, recording, or internet access.

2.2 Instructional Time: Any period during which classes, testing, assemblies, or structured educational activities are scheduled.

2.3 School Hours: The period beginning at [START TIME] and ending at [END TIME] on school days.

2.4 School Property: All buildings, grounds, parking areas, athletic fields, and vehicles owned, leased, or controlled by [SCHOOL NAME].

2.5 School-Sponsored Activity: Any event, trip, competition, or program organized or supervised by the school, whether on or off campus.

2.6 Emergency: A situation involving imminent risk of harm to persons or property, or a declared emergency by [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] or local authorities.

3. GENERAL POLICY

3.1 Students may possess personal cell phones and electronic devices on school property only in accordance with this policy.

3.2 Devices must remain powered off or in silent mode and stored out of sight during school hours unless authorized by [AUTHORIZED SCHOOL PERSONNEL TITLE].

3.3 Use of devices is prohibited during instructional time, passing periods, assemblies, and while on school transportation, except as permitted under Section 5.

3.4 Students are responsible for the security and care of their own devices. [SCHOOL NAME] is not responsible for loss, theft, damage, or unauthorized use of personal devices.

3.5 Students must comply with all applicable laws, including those concerning privacy, recording, harassment, and cyberbullying.

4. PROHIBITED USES

4.1 Recording, photographing, or transmitting audio, video, or images of any person without consent is prohibited.

4.2 Using a device to cheat, plagiarize, or gain unauthorized access to academic materials is prohibited.

4.3 Accessing, sharing, or displaying obscene, threatening, harassing, or illegal content is prohibited.

4.4 Using a device to bully, intimidate, threaten, or harass any student, employee, or visitor is prohibited.

4.5 Using a device in restrooms, locker rooms, health offices, or other private areas is prohibited.

4.6 Using a device to violate [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] acceptable use policies or network security rules is prohibited.

4.7 Using a device while operating a vehicle on school business or in a school parking area in violation of law is prohibited.

5. PERMITTED USES AND EXCEPTIONS

5.1 Students may use devices before the first bell and after the last bell, unless otherwise directed by [AUTHORIZED SCHOOL PERSONNEL TITLE].

5.2 Students may use devices during lunch periods only in designated areas: [DESIGNATED LUNCH AREAS].

5.3 Students may use devices when expressly authorized by a teacher or administrator for instructional purposes.

5.4 Students may use devices to monitor a documented medical condition, including [MEDICAL CONDITION OR DEVICE], with approval from [SCHOOL NURSE OR HEALTH OFFICE TITLE].

5.5 Students may use devices during an emergency or when directed by school personnel.

5.6 Students with disabilities or accommodation plans may use devices as required by [APPLICABLE LAW OR PLAN NAME], as documented in the student’s [SECTION 504 PLAN OR IEP].

6. STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AGREEMENT

6.1 Student Name: [STUDENT FULL NAME]

6.2 Student ID Number: [STUDENT ID NUMBER]

6.3 Grade Level: [GRADE LEVEL]

6.4 Homeroom or Advisory: [HOMEROOM OR ADVISORY]

6.5 I have read and understand the School Cell Phone Policy.

6.6 I agree to follow this policy and accept the consequences for violations.

6.7 Student Signature: [STUDENT SIGNATURE]

6.8 Date: [STUDENT SIGNATURE DATE]

7. PARENT OR GUARDIAN ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AGREEMENT

7.1 Parent or Guardian Name: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN FULL NAME]

7.2 Relationship to Student: [RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT]

7.3 Mailing Address: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS]

7.4 [ CITY ], [ STATE ] [ ZIP CODE ]

7.5 Phone Number: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN PHONE NUMBER]

7.6 Email Address: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN EMAIL ADDRESS]

7.7 I have read and understand the School Cell Phone Policy.

7.8 I agree to support my student in following this policy.

7.9 Parent or Guardian Signature: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE]

7.10 Date: [PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE DATE]

8. CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATIONS

8.1 First Violation: [FIRST VIOLATION CONSEQUENCE]

8.2 Second Violation: [SECOND VIOLATION CONSEQUENCE]

8.3 Third Violation: [THIRD VIOLATION CONSEQUENCE]

8.4 Repeated or severe violations may result in [ADDITIONAL CONSEQUENCE, INCLUDING SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION].

8.5 Devices may be confiscated and held at [CONFISCATION LOCATION] for pickup by [AUTHORIZED PICKUP PERSON].

8.6 School personnel may search a device only as permitted by law and [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] policy.

9. SEARCH AND SEIZURE

9.1 School officials may search a student’s device if there is reasonable suspicion that the device contains evidence of a violation of school rules or law.

9.2 Searches will be conducted in accordance with [APPLICABLE LAW OR DISTRICT POLICY].

9.3 Students and parents will be notified of any search and its outcome as required by law.

10. PRIVACY AND DATA

10.1 Students should have no expectation of privacy in devices used on school property or school networks.

10.2 The school may access, monitor, or preserve data on school-owned devices and networks.

10.3 Personal data stored on personal devices remains the responsibility of the student and parent or guardian.

11. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

11.1 This policy will be applied consistently with the student’s [SECTION 504 PLAN OR IEP].

11.2 Reasonable accommodations will be provided as determined by [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] and the student’s team.

11.3 Requests for accommodation should be directed to [ACCOMMODATION CONTACT NAME AND TITLE].

12. POLICY REVIEW AND AMENDMENT

12.1 This policy will be reviewed at least annually by [REVIEWING AUTHORITY OR COMMITTEE].

12.2 Amendments will be approved by [APPROVING AUTHORITY NAME] and communicated to students and parents.

12.3 The most current version of this policy is available at [POLICY LOCATION OR WEBSITE].

13. CONTACT INFORMATION

13.1 Policy Contact Name: [POLICY CONTACT NAME]

13.2 Title: [POLICY CONTACT TITLE]

13.3 Phone Number: [POLICY CONTACT PHONE NUMBER]

13.4 Email Address: [POLICY CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS]

13.5 Mailing Address: [POLICY CONTACT STREET ADDRESS]

13.6 [ CITY ], [ STATE ] [ ZIP CODE ]

14. SIGNATURES

14.1 School Official Name: [SCHOOL OFFICIAL NAME]

14.2 Title: [SCHOOL OFFICIAL TITLE]

14.3 Signature: [SCHOOL OFFICIAL SIGNATURE]

14.4 Date: [SCHOOL OFFICIAL SIGNATURE DATE]

14.5 District Representative Name: [DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE NAME]

14.6 Title: [DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE TITLE]

14.7 Signature: [DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE]

14.8 Date: [DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE DATE]
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