SINGLE PARENT WILL EXAMPLES

STATE OF [STATE]

COUNTY OF [COUNTY]

I, [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], a resident of [CITY], [COUNTY], [STATE], being of sound mind and at least eighteen (18) years of age, and not acting under duress, fraud, or undue influence, do hereby make, publish, and declare this instrument to be my Last Will and Testament (this "Will"), hereby expressly revoking all prior wills and codicils previously made by me.

ARTICLE

1. DECLARATIONS AND FAMILY INFORMATION
1.1 Testator Identification: I am [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], born on [TESTATOR DATE OF BIRTH], currently residing at [TESTATOR STREET ADDRESS], [TESTATOR CITY], [TESTATOR COUNTY], [TESTATOR STATE], [TESTATOR ZIP CODE].
1.2 Marital Status: My current marital status is [MARITAL STATUS (SINGLE / DIVORCED / WIDOWED / LEGALLY SEPARATED)].
1.3 Prior Marriage Information: [NAME OF FORMER SPOUSE, IF APPLICABLE, OR STATE "NOT APPLICABLE"].
1.4 Date of Divorce or Death of Spouse: [DATE OF DIVORCE OR DATE OF DEATH, IF APPLICABLE, OR STATE "NOT APPLICABLE"].
1.5 Children: I have the following living children: [CHILD 1 FULL LEGAL NAME], born [CHILD 1 DATE OF BIRTH]; [CHILD 2 FULL LEGAL NAME], born [CHILD 2 DATE OF BIRTH]; [ADDITIONAL CHILDREN NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH].
1.6 Deceased Children: [NAME OF DECEASED CHILD AND DATE OF DEATH, IF APPLICABLE, OR STATE "NONE"].
1.7 Other Children: I have no children other than those named above, whether born or adopted, living or deceased. [IF APPLICABLE, STATE ANY ADDITIONAL CHILDREN OR EXPECTED CHILDREN].

ARTICLE

2. GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR CHILDREN
2.1 Appointment of Guardian: In the event that I am the sole surviving parent of my minor children, or in the event that the other legal parent is unable or unwilling to serve, I nominate and appoint [PRIMARY GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [PRIMARY GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS], [PRIMARY GUARDIAN CITY], [PRIMARY GUARDIAN STATE], [PRIMARY GUARDIAN ZIP CODE], as Guardian of the persons of my minor children.
2.2 Alternate Guardian: If my nominated Guardian is unable, unwilling, or ceases to serve for any reason, I nominate and appoint [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN CITY], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STATE], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN ZIP CODE], as alternate Guardian of the persons of my minor children.
2.3 Second Alternate Guardian: If both nominated Guardians are unable or unwilling to serve, I nominate and appoint [SECOND ALTERNATE GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [SECOND ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS], [SECOND ALTERNATE GUARDIAN CITY], [SECOND ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STATE], [SECOND ALTERNATE GUARDIAN ZIP CODE].
2.4 Guardian of the Estate: I nominate [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE STREET ADDRESS], [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE CITY], [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE STATE], [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE ZIP CODE], as Guardian of the property and estate of my minor children, to serve [WITH OR WITHOUT] bond.
2.5 Guardian Compensation: My Guardian shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for services rendered, [SUBJECT TO / NOT SUBJECT TO] court approval, and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred on behalf of my minor children.
2.6 Guardian Powers: My Guardian shall have the authority to make decisions regarding the education, health care, religion, and general welfare of my minor children, consistent with my wishes as expressed in this Will and in any separate written statement I may leave.
2.7 Statement of Wishes Regarding Guardianship: [OPTIONAL STATEMENT OF TESTATOR'S WISHES REGARDING THE UPBRINGING, EDUCATION, AND CARE OF MINOR CHILDREN].

ARTICLE

3. PAYMENT OF DEBTS AND EXPENSES
3.1 Debts: I direct my Personal Representative to pay from my estate all of my legally enforceable debts, funeral expenses, and expenses of administration, except debts secured by property passing outside this Will and debts that my Personal Representative determines are not in the best interest of my estate to pay.
3.2 Funeral and Burial Instructions: I direct that my remains be [BURIAL / CREMATION / OTHER INSTRUCTIONS], and I request that [FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL INSTRUCTIONS]. I nominate [FUNERAL AGENT FULL LEGAL NAME] to carry out these instructions.
3.3 Taxes: I direct my Personal Representative to pay from the residue of my estate all estate, inheritance, and other death taxes attributable to property passing under this Will, without apportionment against any beneficiary, except as otherwise provided by law.

ARTICLE

4. SPECIFIC BEQUESTS
4.1 Tangible Personal Property: I give and bequeath my tangible personal property, including household furnishings, jewelry, clothing, and personal effects, to [BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], to be distributed as follows: [SPECIFIC ITEMS OR GENERAL DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS].
4.2 Specific Item Bequest: I give and bequeath [SPECIFIC ITEM DESCRIPTION] to [BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].
4.3 Additional Specific Bequest: I give and bequeath [SPECIFIC ITEM OR SUM DESCRIPTION] to [BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].
4.4 Separate Writing: I may leave a separate written memorandum disposing of items of tangible personal property, and I direct my Personal Representative to give effect to such memorandum if found in my possession or among my important papers.

ARTICLE

5. RESIDUARY ESTATE
5.1 Residuary Beneficiaries: I give, devise, and bequeath all the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, whether real, personal, or mixed, of every kind and description, wherever situated, to my children, [CHILD 1 FULL LEGAL NAME], [CHILD 2 FULL LEGAL NAME], and [ADDITIONAL CHILDREN NAMES], in equal shares, per stirpes.
5.2 Share of Deceased Child: If any child of mine does not survive me, that child's share shall pass to that child's then-living descendants, per stirpes. If a deceased child leaves no then-living descendants, that child's share shall be distributed among my other then-living children and the descendants of any deceased child, per stirpes.
5.3 Alternate Residuary Beneficiary: If none of my children or their descendants survive me, I give, devise, and bequeath the residue of my estate to [ALTERNATE RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].
5.4 Ultimate Contingent Beneficiary: If no beneficiary named in this Article survives me, I give, devise, and bequeath the residue of my estate to [ULTIMATE CONTINGENT BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME OR CHARITY NAME], with principal office at [ULTIMATE CONTINGENT BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].

ARTICLE

6. TRUST FOR MINOR CHILDREN
6.1 Creation of Trust: Any share of my estate passing to a beneficiary who has not attained the age of [AGE OF MAJORITY FOR TRUST DISTRIBUTION] years shall be held in trust by my Trustee for the benefit of that beneficiary.
6.2 Appointment of Trustee: I nominate and appoint [TRUSTEE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [TRUSTEE STREET ADDRESS], [TRUSTEE CITY], [TRUSTEE STATE], [TRUSTEE ZIP CODE], as Trustee of any trust created under this Will.
6.3 Alternate Trustee: If my nominated Trustee is unable, unwilling, or ceases to serve, I nominate and appoint [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE STREET ADDRESS], [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE CITY], [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE STATE], [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE ZIP CODE].
6.4 Distributions for Health, Education, Maintenance, and Support: My Trustee shall pay to or apply for the benefit of the beneficiary so much of the net income and principal of the trust as my Trustee, in my Trustee's sole discretion, deems necessary for the beneficiary's health, education, maintenance, and support.
6.5 Mandatory Distribution Age: When the beneficiary attains the age of [AGE OF FINAL DISTRIBUTION] years, my Trustee shall distribute the remaining principal and accumulated income of that beneficiary's trust to the beneficiary.
6.6 Partial Distributions: My Trustee may distribute portions of the trust principal to the beneficiary upon attaining the ages of [AGE OF FIRST PARTIAL DISTRIBUTION] years and [AGE OF SECOND PARTIAL DISTRIBUTION] years, in amounts determined by my Trustee.
6.7 Trustee Powers: My Trustee shall have all powers granted to trustees under the laws of [STATE], including but not limited to the power to invest, sell, lease, mortgage, and manage trust property, and to make distributions directly or to a custodian or guardian for the beneficiary.
6.8 Trustee Compensation: My Trustee shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for services rendered, [SUBJECT TO / NOT SUBJECT TO] court approval, and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses.

ARTICLE

7. PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
7.1 Appointment: I nominate and appoint [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STREET ADDRESS], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE CITY], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STATE], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ZIP CODE], as Personal Representative (Executor/Executrix) of this Will.
7.2 Alternate Personal Representative: If my nominated Personal Representative is unable, unwilling, or ceases to serve, I nominate and appoint [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STREET ADDRESS], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE CITY], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STATE], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ZIP CODE].
7.3 Bond: I direct that no Personal Representative named herein shall be required to furnish bond or other security in any jurisdiction, unless required by law.
7.4 Compensation: My Personal Representative shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for services rendered, and to reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred in the administration of my estate.
7.5 Powers: My Personal Representative shall have all powers granted to personal representatives under the laws of [STATE], including the power to sell, lease, mortgage, invest, and manage estate property, and to continue any business interest I may own.

ARTICLE

8. SIMULTANEOUS DEATH
8.1 Presumption of Survivorship: Any beneficiary who does not survive me by thirty (30) days shall be deemed to have predeceased me for purposes of this Will.
8.2 Simultaneous Death of Testator and Beneficiary: If any beneficiary and I die under circumstances in which the order of our deaths cannot be established by clear and convincing evidence, the beneficiary shall be deemed to have predeceased me.

ARTICLE

9. NO-CONTEST CLAUSE
9.1 In Terrorem Clause: If any beneficiary under this Will contests or attacks this Will or any of its provisions in any court proceeding, any share or interest given to that beneficiary shall be revoked and shall pass as if that beneficiary had predeceased me without descendants. This clause shall be enforced to the maximum extent permitted by the laws of [STATE].

ARTICLE

10. GENERAL PROVISIONS
10.1 Governing Law: This Will shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of [STATE].
10.2 Severability: If any provision of this Will is held invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect.
10.3 Definitions: References to "children" include adopted children and children born out of wedlock who are legally acknowledged. References to "descendants" include children and their descendants, per stirpes.
10.4 Headings: Article and section headings are for convenience only and shall not affect the interpretation of this Will.
10.5 Gender and Number: Words of any gender shall include all genders, and the singular shall include the plural and vice versa, as the context requires.
10.6 Digital Assets: I authorize my Personal Representative to access, manage, transfer, and delete my digital assets, including online accounts, digital files, and electronic communications, in accordance with [STATE DIGITAL ASSETS LAW REFERENCE].
10.7 Pets: I give and bequeath [PET DESCRIPTION AND NAME] to [PET CAREGIVER FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [PET CAREGIVER ADDRESS], together with [AMOUNT] for the care of said pet.

ARTICLE

11. EXECUTION AND ATTESTATION
11.1 Execution: I, [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], the Testator, sign my name to this instrument on [DATE OF SIGNING], at [CITY], [STATE], and being first duly sworn, do hereby declare to the undersigned authority that I sign and execute this instrument as my Last Will and Testament, and that I sign it willingly, that I execute it as my free and voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed, and that I am eighteen (18) years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.
11.2 Testator Signature: [TESTATOR SIGNATURE]
11.3 Testator Printed Name: [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME]
11.4 Date: [DATE OF SIGNING]

ARTICLE

12. WITNESSES
12.1 Witness Attestation: We, the undersigned witnesses, each do hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the Testator signed this instrument in our presence, that the Testator declared it to be the Testator's Last Will and Testament, and that we, at the Testator's request and in the Testator's presence, and in the presence of each other, have subscribed our names as witnesses on [DATE OF WITNESSING].
12.2 Witness 1 Signature: [WITNESS 1 SIGNATURE]
12.3 Witness 1 Printed Name: [WITNESS 1 FULL LEGAL NAME]
12.4 Witness 1 Address: [WITNESS 1 STREET ADDRESS], [WITNESS 1 CITY], [WITNESS 1 STATE], [WITNESS 1 ZIP CODE]
12.5 Witness 2 Signature: [WITNESS 2 SIGNATURE]
12.6 Witness 2 Printed Name: [WITNESS 2 FULL LEGAL NAME]
12.7 Witness 2 Address: [WITNESS 2 STREET ADDRESS], [WITNESS 2 CITY], [WITNESS 2 STATE], [WITNESS 2 ZIP CODE]
12.8 Witness 3 Signature: [WITNESS 3 SIGNATURE]
12.9 Witness 3 Printed Name: [WITNESS 3 FULL LEGAL NAME]
12.10 Witness 3 Address: [WITNESS 3 STREET ADDRESS], [WITNESS 3 CITY], [WITNESS 3 STATE], [WITNESS 3 ZIP CODE]

ARTICLE

13. NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT
13.1 State of [STATE]
13.2 County of [COUNTY]
13.3 Acknowledgment: On this [DAY] day of [MONTH], [YEAR], before me, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged that [HE/SHE] executed the same for the purposes therein contained.
13.4 Notary Signature: [NOTARY SIGNATURE]
13.5 Notary Printed Name: [NOTARY FULL LEGAL NAME]
13.6 Notary Commission Number: [NOTARY COMMISSION NUMBER]
13.7 Notary Commission Expiration Date: [NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE]
13.8 Notary Seal: [NOTARY SEAL]

ARTICLE

14. SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT (OPTIONAL)
14.1 Affidavit of Testator and Witnesses: The Testator and witnesses have executed a separate self-proving affidavit in accordance with the laws of [STATE], which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference.
14.2 Attached Affidavit Reference: [ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT REFERENCE OR STATE "NOT APPLICABLE"].

ARTICLE

15. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
15.1 Special Instructions: [ADDITIONAL SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR STATE "NONE"].
15.2 Codicil Reference: [REFERENCE TO ANY CODICIL OR STATE "NONE"].
15.3 Other Provisions: [OTHER PROVISIONS OR STATE "NONE"].

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Last Will and Testament on [DATE OF SIGNING].

[TESTATOR SIGNATURE]

[TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME]
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