WILL EXAMPLES FOR BLENDED FAMILIES

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME]

I, [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], a resident of [CITY], [COUNTY], [STATE], being of sound mind and memory and not acting under duress, menace, fraud, or the undue influence of any person, do hereby make, publish, and declare this instrument to be my Last Will and Testament, hereby expressly revoking all wills and codicils previously made by me.

ARTICLE

1. DECLARATIONS AND FAMILY INFORMATION
1.1 Testator Identification: I am [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], born on [TESTATOR DATE OF BIRTH], currently residing at [TESTATOR STREET ADDRESS], [TESTATOR CITY], [TESTATOR COUNTY], [TESTATOR STATE], [TESTATOR ZIP CODE].
1.2 Marital Status: My current marital status is [MARITAL STATUS: MARRIED / DIVORCED / WIDOWED / SINGLE]. My current spouse's full legal name is [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME], and we were married on [DATE OF CURRENT MARRIAGE] in [CITY AND STATE OF MARRIAGE].
1.3 Prior Marriages: I have been previously married as follows: [LIST PRIOR SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME, DATE OF MARRIAGE, AND DATE AND MANNER OF MARRIAGE ENDING, OR STATE "NONE"].
1.4 Children of This Marriage: The following are my children with my current spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME]: [LIST FULL LEGAL NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH OF CHILDREN OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, OR STATE "NONE"].
1.5 Children of Prior Relationships: The following are my children from prior relationships: [LIST FULL LEGAL NAMES, DATES OF BIRTH, AND NAME OF OTHER PARENT FOR EACH CHILD, OR STATE "NONE"].
1.6 Stepchildren: The following are my stepchildren (children of my current spouse who are not my biological or legally adopted children): [LIST FULL LEGAL NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH OF STEPCHILDREN, OR STATE "NONE"].
1.7 Adopted Children: The following children have been legally adopted by me: [LIST FULL LEGAL NAMES AND DATES OF ADOPTION, OR STATE "NONE"]. Any reference in this Will to "my children" includes both biological and legally adopted children.
1.8 Omitted Persons: Except as otherwise provided in this Will, I have intentionally and with full knowledge omitted to provide for any person not specifically named in this Will, including [LIST ANY PERSONS INTENTIONALLY OMITTED, OR STATE "NONE"].

ARTICLE

2. REVOCATION OF PRIOR WILLS
2.1 Revocation: I hereby revoke all wills, codicils, and other testamentary instruments previously made by me, whether executed in [STATE] or elsewhere.
2.2 No Contractual Wills: I declare that I have not entered into any contract or agreement, written or oral, to make a will or to refrain from revoking any will, except as follows: [DESCRIBE ANY WILL CONTRACT OR STATE "NONE"].

ARTICLE

3. PAYMENT OF DEBTS, EXPENSES, AND TAXES
3.1 Payment of Debts: I direct my Personal Representative to pay from my residuary estate all of my legally enforceable debts, funeral expenses, and expenses of administration, subject to the provisions of this Article.
3.2 Funeral and Burial Instructions: I direct that my remains be [BURIAL / CREMATION / OTHER: SPECIFY INSTRUCTIONS], and that my funeral and memorial arrangements be handled in accordance with the following instructions: [SPECIFY FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL INSTRUCTIONS].
3.3 Payment of Taxes: All estate, inheritance, and other death taxes payable by reason of my death with respect to property passing under this Will shall be paid from my residuary estate without apportionment, except as otherwise provided by law or in Article [ARTICLE NUMBER] of this Will.
3.4 Source of Payments: My Personal Representative may pay debts, expenses, and taxes from any portion of my estate, including property passing outside this Will, as permitted by law.

ARTICLE

4. TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY
4.1 Specific Bequests of Tangible Personal Property: I give the following items of tangible personal property to the following persons, subject to the provisions of this Article: [LIST EACH ITEM AND RECIPIENT FULL LEGAL NAME AND RELATIONSHIP, OR STATE "NONE"].
4.2 Heirlooms and Family Items: I specifically bequeath the following family heirlooms and sentimental items: [LIST EACH HEIRLOOM, RECIPIENT FULL LEGAL NAME, AND RELATIONSHIP, OR STATE "NONE"].
4.3 Items from Prior Marriage: I specifically bequeath the following items acquired during or associated with my prior marriage to [PRIOR SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME]: [LIST EACH ITEM AND INTENDED RECIPIENT FULL LEGAL NAME, OR STATE "NONE"].
4.4 Division of Remaining Tangible Personal Property: I give all remaining tangible personal property, including household furniture, furnishings, jewelry, clothing, books, artwork, and personal effects, to my [SPOUSE / CHILDREN / OTHER: SPECIFY BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], to be divided among them as they shall agree, or if they cannot agree, as my Personal Representative shall determine in a non-binding manner.
4.5 Memorandum of Wishes: I may leave a separate written memorandum, signed by me, expressing my wishes regarding the disposition of items of tangible personal property. Such memorandum shall be given effect to the extent permitted by law but shall not be construed as modifying this Will.

ARTICLE

5. REAL PROPERTY
5.1 Marital Residence: I give my interest in the real property located at [RESIDENCE STREET ADDRESS], [RESIDENCE CITY], [RESIDENCE COUNTY], [RESIDENCE STATE], [RESIDENCE ZIP CODE], together with all improvements and appurtenances, to [BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME], subject to the following conditions: [SPECIFY CONDITIONS, INCLUDING ANY LIFE ESTATE OR RIGHT OF OCCUPANCY, OR STATE "NONE"].
5.2 Other Real Property: I give the following additional real property interests to the following beneficiaries: [LIST EACH PROPERTY ADDRESS OR LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND RECIPIENT FULL LEGAL NAME, OR STATE "NONE"].
5.3 Encumbrances: Any real property passing under this Will shall pass subject to any existing mortgages, liens, or encumbrances, which the recipient shall assume and pay, unless otherwise specified in this Will.
5.4 Right of Occupancy for Surviving Spouse: If my spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME] survives me, my spouse shall have the right to occupy the marital residence located at [RESIDENCE STREET ADDRESS] for a period of [SPECIFY DURATION OR "LIFE"], provided that my spouse pays all ordinary maintenance, utilities, insurance, and taxes, and does not remarry [IF APPLICABLE: STATE "AND DOES NOT COHABITATE WITH AN UNRELATED ADULT"].

ARTICLE

6. CASH AND SPECIFIC BEQUESTS
6.1 Cash Bequests: I give the following cash amounts to the following beneficiaries: [LIST EACH BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME AND DOLLAR AMOUNT, OR STATE "NONE"].
6.2 Bequests to Stepchildren: I give the following amounts or property to my stepchildren: [LIST EACH STEPCHILD FULL LEGAL NAME AND BEQUEST, OR STATE "NONE"].
6.3 Bequests to Children of Prior Relationships: I give the following amounts or property to my children from prior relationships: [LIST EACH CHILD FULL LEGAL NAME AND BEQUEST, OR STATE "NONE"].
6.4 Bequests to Charity: I give the following amounts or property to the following charitable organizations: [LIST EACH CHARITY FULL LEGAL NAME, ADDRESS, AND BEQUEST, OR STATE "NONE"].
6.5 Lapse of Specific Bequests: If any beneficiary named in this Article does not survive me by [NUMBER] days, the bequest to that beneficiary shall lapse and shall pass as part of my residuary estate, unless otherwise specified in this Will.

ARTICLE

7. RESIDUARY ESTATE
7.1 Residuary Estate Defined: My residuary estate consists of all property owned by me at my death, wherever located, not otherwise effectively disposed of by this Will, including lapsed and failed bequests.
7.2 Distribution to Spouse and Children: I give my residuary estate as follows: [SPECIFY PERCENTAGES OR FRACTIONS TO CURRENT SPOUSE, CHILDREN OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, CHILDREN OF PRIOR RELATIONSHIPS, AND STEPCHILDREN, OR STATE "SEE ARTICLE 8"].
7.3 Distribution if Spouse Does Not Survive: If my spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME] does not survive me, I give my residuary estate as follows: [SPECIFY DISTRIBUTION AMONG CHILDREN AND OTHER BENEFICIARIES, INCLUDING PERCENTAGES OR FRACTIONS].
7.4 Equalization Among Children: In making distributions among my children, I direct that my Personal Representative shall [STATE WHETHER DISTRIBUTIONS SHALL BE EQUALIZED FOR PRIOR GIFTS, ADVANCEMENTS, OR BEQUESTS, OR STATE "NO EQUALIZATION REQUIRED"].
7.5 Contingent Distribution: If no beneficiary named in this Article survives me, my residuary estate shall pass to [CONTINGENT BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME AND RELATIONSHIP], or if that beneficiary does not survive me, to [SECOND CONTINGENT BENEFICIARY FULL LEGAL NAME AND RELATIONSHIP].

ARTICLE

8. TRUST PROVISIONS FOR BLENDED FAMILY PROTECTION
8.1 Marital Trust: If my spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME] survives me, I give [SPECIFY PERCENTAGE OR FRACTION] of my residuary estate to my Trustee, to be held in trust for the benefit of my spouse as set forth in this Article.
8.2 Terms of Marital Trust: My Trustee shall pay to or apply for the benefit of my spouse so much of the net income and principal of the Marital Trust as my Trustee determines to be necessary for my spouse's health, education, maintenance, and support in my spouse's accustomed standard of living.
8.3 Remainder Beneficiaries of Marital Trust: Upon the death of my spouse, the remaining principal and undistributed income of the Marital Trust shall be distributed to [SPECIFY REMAINDER BENEFICIARIES, SUCH AS CHILDREN OF TESTATOR, BY FULL LEGAL NAME AND PERCENTAGE].
8.4 Family Trust: If my spouse survives me, I give [SPECIFY PERCENTAGE OR FRACTION] of my residuary estate to my Trustee, to be held in trust for the benefit of [SPECIFY BENEFICIARIES, SUCH AS CHILDREN OF TESTATOR AND STEPCHILDREN], as set forth in this Article.
8.5 Terms of Family Trust: My Trustee shall distribute income and principal of the Family Trust to or for the benefit of [SPECIFY BENEFICIARIES] in such amounts and at such times as my Trustee determines to be necessary for their health, education, maintenance, and support.
8.6 Distribution of Family Trust Upon Termination: The Family Trust shall terminate upon [SPECIFY TERMINATION EVENT, SUCH AS DEATH OF SPOUSE OR ATTAINMENT OF A SPECIFIED AGE BY YOUNGEST BENEFICIARY], and the remaining principal and undistributed income shall be distributed to [SPECIFY REMAINDER BENEFICIARIES AND PERCENTAGES].
8.7 Separate Trust for Children of Prior Relationships: I give [SPECIFY PERCENTAGE OR FRACTION] of my residuary estate to my Trustee, to be held in trust for the benefit of my children from prior relationships, [LIST CHILDREN FULL LEGAL NAMES], under the following terms: [SPECIFY DISTRIBUTION STANDARDS, AGES OF TERMINATION, AND REMAINDER BENEFICIARIES].
8.8 Trust for Stepchildren: I give [SPECIFY PERCENTAGE OR FRACTION] of my residuary estate to my Trustee, to be held in trust for the benefit of my stepchildren, [LIST STEPCHILDREN FULL LEGAL NAMES], under the following terms: [SPECIFY DISTRIBUTION STANDARDS, AGES OF TERMINATION, AND REMAINDER BENEFICIARIES].
8.9 Trustee Designation: I designate [TRUSTEE FULL LEGAL NAME] as Trustee of each trust created under this Will. If [TRUSTEE FULL LEGAL NAME] fails or ceases to serve, I designate [SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE FULL LEGAL NAME] as successor Trustee.
8.10 Trustee Powers: My Trustee shall have all powers granted to trustees under the laws of [STATE], including the power to invest, sell, lease, mortgage, borrow, and distribute trust property, and to make distributions in cash or in kind.
8.11 Spendthrift Provision: No beneficiary of any trust created under this Will shall have the right or power to anticipate, assign, sell, or encumber any interest in the trust, and the interest of any beneficiary shall not be subject to the claims of creditors to the extent permitted by law.

ARTICLE

9. GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR CHILDREN
9.1 Guardian of the Person: If at my death any child of mine is a minor or otherwise under a legal disability, I nominate [GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS], [GUARDIAN CITY], [GUARDIAN STATE], [GUARDIAN ZIP CODE], as Guardian of the person of such minor child.
9.2 Alternate Guardian: If [GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME] is unable or unwilling to serve, I nominate [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STREET ADDRESS], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN CITY], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN STATE], [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN ZIP CODE], as alternate Guardian of the person.
9.3 Guardian of the Estate: I nominate [GUARDIAN OF ESTATE FULL LEGAL NAME] as Guardian of the estate of any minor child, to serve until the child attains the age of [AGE OF MAJORITY OR SPECIFIED AGE].
9.4 Coordination with Surviving Parent: If my spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME] survives me, my spouse shall serve as natural guardian of our minor children, and the nominations in this Article shall apply only if my spouse is unable or unwilling to serve.
9.5 No Bond: I direct that no Guardian nominated in this Article shall be required to furnish bond or other security in any jurisdiction.

ARTICLE

10. PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
10.1 Appointment: I nominate [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STREET ADDRESS], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE CITY], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STATE], [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ZIP CODE], as Personal Representative of this Will.
10.2 Alternate Personal Representative: If [PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FULL LEGAL NAME] is unable or unwilling to serve, I nominate [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FULL LEGAL NAME], residing at [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STREET ADDRESS], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE CITY], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE STATE], [ALTERNATE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ZIP CODE], as alternate Personal Representative.
10.3 No Bond: I direct that no Personal Representative shall be required to furnish bond or other security in any jurisdiction.
10.4 Compensation: My Personal Representative shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for services rendered, unless my Personal Representative is [SPECIFY FAMILY MEMBER OR BENEFICIARY WHO SHALL SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION].
10.5 Powers of Personal Representative: My Personal Representative shall have all powers granted to personal representatives under the laws of [STATE], including the power to sell, lease, mortgage, borrow, invest, and distribute estate property, and to continue any business interest owned by me.
10.6 Independent Administration: I direct that my estate be administered with independent administration to the fullest extent permitted by the laws of [STATE], and that no court supervision be required except as required by law.

ARTICLE

11. SIMULTANEOUS DEATH AND SURVIVORSHIP
11.1 Survivorship Requirement: Any beneficiary who does not survive me by [NUMBER] days shall be deemed to have predeceased me for purposes of this Will.
11.2 Simultaneous Death: If any beneficiary and I die under circumstances where the order of death cannot be established, the beneficiary shall be deemed to have predeceased me.
11.3 Application to Spouse: The survivorship requirement in this Article [APPLIES / DOES NOT APPLY] to my spouse [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME].

ARTICLE

12. NO-CONTEST CLAUSE
12.1 No-Contest Provision: If any beneficiary under this Will, directly or indirectly, contests or attacks this Will or any of its provisions, any share or interest given to that beneficiary shall be revoked and shall pass as if that beneficiary had predeceased me without issue.
12.2 Exceptions: This Article shall not apply to any contest brought in good faith to enforce the terms of this Will or to any action brought by a beneficiary to determine the validity of this Will.

ARTICLE

13. GENERAL PROVISIONS
13.1 Governing Law: This Will shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of [STATE].
13.2 Definitions: References to "my spouse" mean [CURRENT SPOUSE FULL LEGAL NAME]. References to "my children" mean the children listed in Article

1. References to "my stepchildren" mean the stepchildren listed
in Article

1.
13.3 Gender and Number: Words of any gender shall include all
genders, and the singular shall include the plural and the plural the singular, as the context requires.
13.4 Headings: Article and section headings are for convenience only and shall not affect the interpretation of this Will.
13.5 Severability: If any provision of this Will is held invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect.
13.6 Digital Assets: I authorize my Personal Representative to access, manage, and transfer my digital assets, including online accounts, digital files, and electronic communications, in accordance with [STATE DIGITAL ASSETS LAW OR "APPLICABLE LAW"].
13.7 Pets: I give my companion animal(s) [LIST PET NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS] to [PET CARETAKER FULL LEGAL NAME], together with [DOLLAR AMOUNT] to be used for their care, and I request that my Personal Representative ensure the animal(s) are placed in accordance with my wishes.

ARTICLE

14. EXECUTION AND ATTESTATION
14.1 Execution: I, [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], the Testator, sign my name to this instrument on [DATE OF EXECUTION], at [CITY], [STATE], and being first duly sworn, do hereby declare to the undersigned authority that I sign and execute this instrument as my Last Will and Testament and that I sign it willingly, that I execute it as my free and voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed, and that I am eighteen years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.

TESTATOR SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

TESTATOR NAME: [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME]

DATE: [DATE OF EXECUTION]
14.2 Witnesses: We, the undersigned witnesses, each of us being eighteen years of age or older, sign our names to this instrument as witnesses, and we declare that the Testator signed this instrument in our presence, that the Testator appeared to be of sound mind and under no duress, fraud, or undue influence, and that we sign as witnesses in the presence of the Testator and each other.

WITNESS 1 SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

WITNESS 1 NAME: [WITNESS 1 FULL LEGAL NAME]

WITNESS 1 ADDRESS: [WITNESS 1 STREET ADDRESS], [WITNESS 1 CITY], [WITNESS 1 STATE], [WITNESS 1 ZIP CODE]

WITNESS 2 SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

WITNESS 2 NAME: [WITNESS 2 FULL LEGAL NAME]

WITNESS 2 ADDRESS: [WITNESS 2 STREET ADDRESS], [WITNESS 2 CITY], [WITNESS 2 STATE], [WITNESS 2 ZIP CODE]
14.3 Notary Acknowledgment: State of [STATE], County of [COUNTY]. On [DATE OF NOTARIZATION], before me, [NOTARY PUBLIC FULL LEGAL NAME], a Notary Public, personally appeared [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to this instrument, and acknowledged to me that they executed the same in their authorized capacity and that by their signature on the instrument, the person, or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.

NOTARY PUBLIC SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

NOTARY PUBLIC NAME: [NOTARY PUBLIC FULL LEGAL NAME]

NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE: [NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE]

SEAL: [NOTARY SEAL]

ARTICLE

15. SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT
15.1 Affidavit of Testator: I, [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Testator of the foregoing instrument; that I signed and executed this instrument as my Last Will and Testament on [DATE OF EXECUTION]; that I signed it willingly and as my free and voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed; and that I am eighteen years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.

TESTATOR SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
15.2 Affidavit of Witnesses: We, [WITNESS 1 FULL LEGAL NAME] and [WITNESS 2 FULL LEGAL NAME], being duly sworn, depose and say that the Testator signed and executed the foregoing instrument on [DATE OF EXECUTION]; that the Testator signed it willingly and as a free and voluntary act; that the Testator is eighteen years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence; and that we signed the instrument as witnesses in the presence of the Testator and each other.

WITNESS 1 SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

WITNESS 2 SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
15.3 Notary Acknowledgment of Affidavit: Sworn to and subscribed before me on [DATE OF NOTARIZATION] by [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME], [WITNESS 1 FULL LEGAL NAME], and [WITNESS 2 FULL LEGAL NAME].

NOTARY PUBLIC SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

NOTARY PUBLIC NAME: [NOTARY PUBLIC FULL LEGAL NAME]

NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE: [NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE]

SEAL: [NOTARY SEAL]

ARTICLE

16. CODICIL AND AMENDMENT RECORD
16.1 First Codicil: This Will may be amended by a codicil executed with the same formalities as this Will. First codicil dated [DATE OF FIRST CODICIL] regarding [SUBJECT OF FIRST CODICIL].
16.2 Second Codicil: Second codicil dated [DATE OF SECOND CODICIL] regarding [SUBJECT OF SECOND CODICIL].
16.3 Additional Codicils: Additional codicils dated [DATE OF ADDITIONAL CODICIL] regarding [SUBJECT OF ADDITIONAL CODICIL].

ARTICLE

17. SIGNATURE AND DECLARATION
17.1 Declaration: I declare that I have read this Will, that it has been prepared at my direction, that I understand its contents, and that it accurately reflects my wishes regarding the disposition of my property and the care of my family.

TESTATOR SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

TESTATOR NAME: [TESTATOR FULL LEGAL NAME]

DATE: [DATE OF EXECUTION]

PLACE OF EXECUTION: [CITY], [STATE]
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