WILL EXAMPLES FOR UNMARRIED COUPLES

This document is a fillable template for use by unmarried couples who wish to prepare wills. It is not legal advice. Consult a licensed attorney in your jurisdiction before signing.

PARTIES AND DECLARATIONS

Testator Full Name: [TESTATOR FULL NAME]

Testator Address: [TESTATOR STREET ADDRESS]

Testator City, State, ZIP: [TESTATOR CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Partner Full Name: [PARTNER FULL NAME]

Partner Address: [PARTNER STREET ADDRESS]

Partner City, State, ZIP: [PARTNER CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Date of Will: [DATE OF WILL]

State of Execution: [STATE OF EXECUTION]

County of Execution: [COUNTY OF EXECUTION]

RE: LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF [TESTATOR FULL NAME]

1. DECLARATIONS AND FAMILY INFORMATION

1.1 Testator Identification: I, [TESTATOR FULL NAME], a resident of [COUNTY OF RESIDENCE], [STATE OF RESIDENCE], being of sound mind and at least eighteen (18) years of age, declare this to be my Last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all prior wills and codicils.

1.2 Marital Status: I am not married. I am in a committed relationship with [PARTNER FULL NAME].

1.3 Children: I have the following children: [LIST CHILDREN FULL NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH, OR STATE "NONE"].

1.4 Prior Wills: I have [NUMBER] prior will(s) or codicil(s), dated [PRIOR WILL DATE(S)], which are hereby revoked. If none, state "NONE."

2. APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR

2.1 Primary Executor: I appoint [EXECUTOR FULL NAME], of [EXECUTOR ADDRESS], as Executor of this Will.

2.2 Alternate Executor: If my primary Executor fails or ceases to serve, I appoint [ALTERNATE EXECUTOR FULL NAME], of [ALTERNATE EXECUTOR ADDRESS], as alternate Executor.

2.3 Executor Powers: My Executor shall have full power to administer my estate, including the power to sell, lease, invest, and distribute property as permitted by law.

3. PAYMENT OF DEBTS AND EXPENSES

3.1 Debts and Taxes: I direct my Executor to pay my legally enforceable debts, funeral expenses, and administration expenses from my estate, subject to applicable law.

3.2 Funeral and Burial Instructions: I direct that my remains be [BURIAL/CREMATION/OTHER INSTRUCTIONS], and that my funeral arrangements be handled by [FUNERAL HOME NAME OR AGENT].

4. SPECIFIC GIFTS AND BEQUESTS

4.1 Gift to Partner: I give to my partner, [PARTNER FULL NAME], of [PARTNER ADDRESS], the following property: [DESCRIBE SPECIFIC PROPERTY, ASSETS, OR AMOUNTS].

4.2 Conditional Gift to Partner: The gift in Section 4.1 is conditioned upon [DESCRIBE CONDITION, OR STATE "NO CONDITION"].

4.3 Specific Gifts to Other Beneficiaries: I give the following specific gifts: [BENEFICIARY FULL NAME] shall receive [DESCRIBE PROPERTY OR AMOUNT]; [BENEFICIARY FULL NAME] shall receive [DESCRIBE PROPERTY OR AMOUNT].

4.4 Tangible Personal Property: I give my tangible personal property to [BENEFICIARY FULL NAME], to be distributed according to [LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS/MEMORANDUM, IF ANY].

5. RESIDUARY ESTATE

5.1 Residuary Beneficiary: I give the remainder of my estate (the residuary estate) to [RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY FULL NAME], of [RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].

5.2 Alternate Residuary Beneficiary: If my primary residuary beneficiary does not survive me, I give the residuary estate to [ALTERNATE RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY FULL NAME], of [ALTERNATE RESIDUARY BENEFICIARY ADDRESS].

5.3 Survivorship Period: A beneficiary must survive me by [NUMBER] days to receive a gift under this Will.

6. PROVISIONS FOR UNMARRIED COUPLE

6.1 Intent Regarding Partner: I intend that my partner, [PARTNER FULL NAME], receive the gifts stated in this Will notwithstanding that we are not married.

6.2 Jointly Owned Property: Property held in joint tenancy with right of survivorship with [PARTNER FULL NAME] shall pass by operation of law and is not part of my probate estate, except as stated here: [DESCRIBE ANY EXCEPTIONS].

6.3 Shared Residence: I give my interest in the residence located at [RESIDENCE ADDRESS] to [BENEFICIARY FULL NAME], subject to [MORTGAGE/ENCUMBRANCES, IF ANY].

6.4 Personal Effects and Keepsakes: I give the following personal effects to [PARTNER FULL NAME]: [DESCRIBE ITEMS].

6.5 Pets: I give custody of my pet(s) [PET NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS] to [CARETAKER FULL NAME], along with [AMOUNT] for their care.

7. TRUST PROVISIONS (IF APPLICABLE)

7.1 Creation of Trust: If [BENEFICIARY FULL NAME] is a minor or incapacitated, I direct that their share be held in trust by [TRUSTEE FULL NAME].

7.2 Trust Terms: The Trustee shall distribute income and principal for the beneficiary's [HEALTH/EDUCATION/MAINTENANCE/SUPPORT] until the beneficiary reaches age [AGE], at which time the remaining trust property shall be distributed.

7.3 Alternate Trustee: If the named Trustee cannot serve, I appoint [ALTERNATE TRUSTEE FULL NAME] as successor Trustee.

8. GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR CHILDREN

8.1 Guardian: If I have minor children at my death and no surviving parent has custody, I appoint [GUARDIAN FULL NAME], of [GUARDIAN ADDRESS], as Guardian of my minor children.

8.2 Alternate Guardian: If the named Guardian cannot serve, I appoint [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN FULL NAME], of [ALTERNATE GUARDIAN ADDRESS], as alternate Guardian.

9. SIMULTANEOUS DEATH AND SURVIVAL

9.1 Simultaneous Death: If [PARTNER FULL NAME] and I die under circumstances where the order of death is uncertain, I direct that [NAME] shall be deemed to have survived the other for purposes of this Will, to the extent permitted by law.

9.2 Failure of Beneficiary: If a beneficiary does not survive me, that beneficiary's share shall pass to [ALTERNATE BENEFICIARY FULL NAME].

10. NO-CONTEST AND SEVERABILITY

10.1 No-Contest Clause: If any beneficiary contests this Will, that beneficiary shall forfeit their gift, to the extent permitted by law.

10.2 Severability: If any provision of this Will is held invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

11. GOVERNING LAW

11.1 Governing Law: This Will shall be governed by the laws of the State of [STATE OF EXECUTION].

12. EXECUTION AND ATTESTATION

12.1 Testator Signature: I sign this Will on [DATE OF SIGNING] at [CITY, STATE], and declare it to be my Last Will and Testament.

Testator Signature: ______________________________

Testator Printed Name: [TESTATOR FULL NAME]

12.2 Witness Attestation: We, the undersigned witnesses, each declare that the Testator signed this Will in our presence, that the Testator appeared to be of sound mind, and that we sign as witnesses in the presence of the Testator and each other.

Witness 1 Signature: ______________________________

Witness 1 Printed Name: [WITNESS 1 FULL NAME]

Witness 1 Address: [WITNESS 1 ADDRESS]

Witness 2 Signature: ______________________________

Witness 2 Printed Name: [WITNESS 2 FULL NAME]

Witness 2 Address: [WITNESS 2 ADDRESS]

13. NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT (IF REQUIRED)

13.1 Acknowledgment: On [NOTARY DATE], before me, [NOTARY PUBLIC NAME], personally appeared [TESTATOR FULL NAME], known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to this instrument, and acknowledged that they executed it.

Notary Signature: ______________________________

Notary Printed Name: [NOTARY PUBLIC NAME]

Notary Commission Expiration: [COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE]

Notary Seal: [NOTARY SEAL]

14. SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT (OPTIONAL)

14.1 Affidavit: The Testator and witnesses, being duly sworn, state that this Will was executed in accordance with law and that the Testator was of sound mind.

Testator Signature: ______________________________

Witness 1 Signature: ______________________________

Witness 2 Signature: ______________________________

Sworn before me on [AFFIDAVIT DATE].

Notary Signature: ______________________________

Notary Printed Name: [NOTARY PUBLIC NAME]
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