GRAPHIC NOVEL ARTIST CONTRACT

This Graphic Novel Artist Contract ("Agreement") is entered into as of [EFFECTIVE DATE] by and between:

[PUBLISHER NAME]
[PUBLISHER STREET ADDRESS]
[PUBLISHER CITY, STATE, ZIP]
[PUBLISHER COUNTRY]
("Publisher")

and

[ARTIST NAME]
[ARTIST STREET ADDRESS]
[ARTIST CITY, STATE, ZIP]
[ARTIST COUNTRY]
("Artist")

RE: Creation of artwork for the graphic novel tentatively titled [WORKING TITLE]

1. PARTIES AND ENGAGEMENT

1.1 Identification of Parties: Publisher and Artist are the sole parties to this Agreement and are each referred to herein as a "Party" and collectively as the "Parties."

1.2 Engagement: Publisher hereby engages Artist, and Artist hereby accepts engagement, to create the artwork described in this Agreement for the graphic novel identified above (the "Work").

1.3 Independent Contractor: Artist is an independent contractor and not an employee, agent, partner, or joint venturer of Publisher. Artist is solely responsible for all taxes, withholdings, insurance, and benefits relating to Artist's compensation.

2. DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND DELIVERABLES

2.1 Scope of Work: Artist shall provide the following services: [DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES, INCLUDING PENCILS, INKS, COLORS, LETTERING, COVERS, CHARACTER DESIGNS, AND LAYOUTS].

2.2 Deliverables: Artist shall deliver the following: [LIST OF DELIVERABLES, INCLUDING PAGE COUNT, PAGE DIMENSIONS, RESOLUTION, FILE FORMAT, AND COLOR MODE].

2.3 Page Count and Format: The Work shall consist of approximately [NUMBER] finished pages at [PAGE DIMENSIONS] and [RESOLUTION] in [FILE FORMAT].

2.4 Delivery Schedule: Artist shall deliver the Work according to the following schedule: [DELIVERY MILESTONES AND DATES].

2.5 Revisions: Artist shall make up to [NUMBER] rounds of revisions to each deliverable at no additional charge. Further revisions shall be compensated at the rate set forth in Section 5.

2.6 Artist's Standard of Performance: Artist shall perform the services in a professional and workmanlike manner consistent with industry standards and shall devote [NUMBER] hours per week or such time as is reasonably necessary to complete the Work.

2.7 Tools and Materials: Artist shall supply all tools, materials, hardware, software, and equipment necessary to perform the services, unless otherwise stated in Exhibit A.

3. CREATIVE CONTROL AND APPROVALS

3.1 Publisher Approval: All deliverables are subject to Publisher's approval, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed.

3.2 Approval Period: Publisher shall provide written approval or rejection within [NUMBER] business days of receipt of each deliverable.

3.3 Rejection and Cure: If Publisher rejects a deliverable, Publisher shall state the reasons in writing, and Artist shall have [NUMBER] business days to correct the deficiencies.

3.4 Artist's Creative Discretion: Except as otherwise provided, Artist retains creative discretion over artistic style, technique, and execution consistent with the approved script and style guide.

3.5 Script and Editorial Changes: Publisher may request changes to the script or editorial direction; material changes affecting the scope of work shall be subject to an adjustment of fees and schedule by mutual written agreement.

4. COMPENSATION AND PAYMENT

4.1 Fee: Publisher shall pay Artist a total fee of [TOTAL FEE] for the Work, payable as follows: [PAYMENT SCHEDULE, INCLUDING MILESTONE AMOUNTS AND DATES].

4.2 Page Rate: The per-page rate for additional pages shall be [PAGE RATE].

4.3 Revision Rate: The hourly or per-page rate for revisions beyond those included in Section 2.5 shall be [REVISION RATE].

4.4 Expenses: Publisher shall reimburse Artist for pre-approved expenses, including [LIST OF REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES], upon submission of receipts.

4.5 Invoicing: Artist shall submit invoices to [BILLING CONTACT AND EMAIL] in accordance with the payment schedule.

4.6 Payment Terms: Publisher shall pay undisputed invoices within [NUMBER] days of receipt.

4.7 Late Payment: Late payments shall accrue interest at [INTEREST RATE] per month or the maximum rate permitted by law, whichever is lower.

4.8 Taxes: Each Party is responsible for its own taxes. Artist shall provide a completed [TAX FORM, E.G., W-9 OR W-8BEN] upon request.

5. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND RIGHTS

5.1 Work Made for Hire: To the extent permitted by law, the Work is a work made for hire for Publisher. To the extent any portion is not a work made for hire, Artist hereby assigns to Publisher all right, title, and interest in and to the Work.

5.2 Copyright Assignment: Artist assigns to Publisher all copyrights and renewals and extensions thereof in the Work, including all rights of reproduction, distribution, adaptation, display, and performance in all media now known or hereafter devised.

5.3 Moral Rights: To the extent permitted by law, Artist waives all moral rights in the Work. Where waiver is not permitted, Artist agrees not to assert such rights in a manner inconsistent with this Agreement.

5.4 Artist Credit: Publisher shall credit Artist as [CREDIT LINE] on the Work and in reasonable promotional materials.

5.5 Portfolio Use: Artist may display the Work in Artist's portfolio and on Artist's website for self-promotion after [PUBLICATION DATE OR EMBARGO PERIOD].

5.6 Reservation of Rights: All rights not expressly granted to Publisher are reserved by Artist.

6. REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES

6.1 Artist's Warranties: Artist represents and warrants that the Work is original, does not infringe any third-party rights, and that Artist has full authority to enter into this Agreement.

6.2 Publisher's Warranties: Publisher represents and warrants that it has the right to publish the Work and that the script and materials supplied to Artist do not infringe third-party rights.

6.3 No Conflicting Obligations: Each Party represents that it is not subject to any conflicting agreement that would prevent performance under this Agreement.

6.4 Compliance with Law: Each Party shall comply with all applicable laws in performing this Agreement.

7. CONFIDENTIALITY

7.1 Confidential Information: "Confidential Information" means non-public information disclosed by one Party to the other, including scripts, storylines, business plans, and financial terms.

7.2 Obligations: The receiving Party shall use Confidential Information solely to perform this Agreement and shall not disclose it to third parties without written consent.

7.3 Exclusions: Confidential Information does not include information that is publicly available, independently developed, or required to be disclosed by law.

7.4 Survival: Confidentiality obligations survive termination of this Agreement for [NUMBER] years.

8. TERM AND TERMINATION

8.1 Term: This Agreement begins on [EFFECTIVE DATE] and continues until completion of the Work and full payment, unless terminated earlier.

8.2 Termination for Convenience: Publisher may terminate this Agreement upon [NUMBER] days' written notice, subject to payment for work completed and expenses incurred.

8.3 Termination for Cause: Either Party may terminate for material breach if the breaching Party fails to cure within [NUMBER] days of written notice.

8.4 Effect of Termination: Upon termination, Artist shall deliver all completed and in-progress materials, and Publisher shall pay for all approved work performed through the termination date.

8.5 Kill Fee: If Publisher terminates for convenience, Publisher shall pay Artist a kill fee of [KILL FEE AMOUNT OR PERCENTAGE].

9. INDEMNIFICATION AND LIABILITY

9.1 Artist Indemnity: Artist shall indemnify and hold harmless Publisher from claims arising from Artist's breach of representations or infringement caused by Artist's original work.

9.2 Publisher Indemnity: Publisher shall indemnify and hold harmless Artist from claims arising from Publisher's breach of representations or from the script and materials supplied by Publisher.

9.3 Limitation of Liability: Neither Party shall be liable for indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, except for indemnification obligations and breaches of confidentiality.

9.4 Insurance: [INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, IF ANY].

10. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

10.1 Governing Law: This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of [GOVERNING JURISDICTION].

10.2 Negotiation: The Parties shall attempt in good faith to resolve disputes through negotiation within [NUMBER] days.

10.3 Mediation: If negotiation fails, the Parties shall submit the dispute to mediation administered by [MEDIATION PROVIDER] in [MEDIATION LOCATION].

10.4 Arbitration: If mediation fails, the dispute shall be resolved by binding arbitration under the rules of [ARBITRATION PROVIDER] in [ARBITRATION LOCATION].

10.5 Attorneys' Fees: The prevailing Party in any proceeding shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorneys' fees and costs.

11. GENERAL PROVISIONS

11.1 Entire Agreement: This Agreement, together with its Exhibits, constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and supersedes all prior agreements.

11.2 Amendment: This Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument signed by both Parties.

11.3 Severability: If any provision is held invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

11.4 Waiver: Failure to enforce any provision shall not constitute a waiver of that or any other provision.

11.5 Assignment: Neither Party may assign this Agreement without the other Party's prior written consent, except to a successor in interest.

11.6 Notices: All notices shall be in writing and delivered to the addresses set forth above or to [NOTICE EMAIL ADDRESS].

11.7 Force Majeure: Neither Party shall be liable for delays caused by events beyond its reasonable control, including acts of God, illness, or labor disputes.

11.8 Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, including electronic signatures, each of which shall be deemed an original.

11.9 Survival: Provisions that by their nature should survive termination, including Sections 5, 7, and 9, shall so survive.

12. SIGNATURES

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the date first written above.

PUBLISHER:

[PUBLISHER NAME]

By: [PUBLISHER SIGNATORY NAME]

Title: [PUBLISHER SIGNATORY TITLE]

Date: [PUBLISHER SIGNATURE DATE]

ARTIST:

[ARTIST NAME]

Signature: [ARTIST SIGNATURE]

Date: [ARTIST SIGNATURE DATE]

EXHIBIT A — SCOPE OF WORK AND DELIVERABLES

[DESCRIPTION OF SCOPE, PAGE BREAKDOWN, STYLE GUIDE, AND DELIVERY MILESTONES]

EXHIBIT B — PAYMENT SCHEDULE

[MILESTONE, AMOUNT, AND DUE DATE TABLE]

EXHIBIT C — ADDITIONAL TERMS

[ADDITIONAL TERMS, IF ANY]
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